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The coordinated, methodical, long-term, academically-based efforts combining both
basic and translational research that spans a range of disciplines have a significant
chance to lead to the discovery and development of novel therapeutic agents and
complement efforts of pharmaceutical industry in bringing new treatments to patients in
need.

Presentation will focus on a personal experience in the development of novel
therapeutics including attempts to address the unique properties of the Central Nervous
System (CNS) which contribute to the difficulties in treating CNS malignancies.

Specifically, the design and development of small molecule drugs targeting DNA and the
discovery of novel potent metabolic inhibitors. We will focus in greater detail on the
discovery of Berubicin (WP744), the first blood-brain barrier penetrating topoisomerase
Il poison and its preclinical and clinical development.

Analysis of the drug development process in academia and identification of the
critical steps of the translational research process that lead to the success or failure will
also be discussed.
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